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February 29, 1968 



Mr. Julian ioodmaa, President 
Notional Breadcasting Co* 

Rockefeller Center 
New York, N .UT. 

Dear Mr* Goodman, 

If NBC had sot itself to validating what I heve been saying in our corres- 
pondence, it could succeed nr better then on the Today Show this morning. There vou 
presented the import from Britain, the eminent John Sparrow, the moat professional 
of the pro fees Iona 1 apologists fbr the barren Report and for error in government, and 
the moat scholarly dlandere*. * 

Although it is not the central purpose of this letter, I again toll you that 
what NX is doing under your leadership end with your responsibility is not a no- 
thing you will be proud of, not the usual function of the press in a democratic 
society, not the presentation of information but of propaganda, nnd it puts you in 
the position of being an am of the government. I would like to suggest to you that 
whflt 7a Iter ihsridan hes done in your name, with the assistance of Richard Townley, 
end what Johnr.y Carson tried ao obviously to do, tend both now and in history to 
link you with the CIA. You hove ell the responsi bill ties of a vast corporation to 
bear, and were you inclined to know about this subject what you must to evaluate 
what you are doing end have, you Just cannot. It is clear that no one on your staff 
cun take that time or has, and there is no other source except in the '’critical 
community" you can consult, and that yon have not. 0 n many aspects, I em the only 
one, end ea you know, you h ve not only not consulted me, but I am almost the only 
one you hove not in any way ever aired. 

This morning you aired a slander of ma by Sparrow. You became part of a 
vast campaign, hidden to begin with ao it could fee presented as M scholarship* . You 
spread a considerable amount of misinformation and defamation. And you have, most 
likely unwittingly, became an aspect of whet ia now e campaign for the political 
a sse sai nation of Robert Kennedy. 

Sparrow's book was, to the beat of ray knowledge, never mentioned until 
this morning, on the Today Show. Until this moment, it wee hidden behind an 
apparent reprinting of it in the London 'limea Literary Supplement dated December 
14, 1987, There a 20,000 word "article ,T bears the same title, "After The Assa agina- 
tion". The work in it and presurfgably the book you have now urged all Americana to 
buy ia ao utterly incompetent he quotes directly and within quotation marka witnesses 
who do not exist! In it he libela me by saying that 1 believe Kenny O’Donnell was 
port of a conspiracy to kill hia close friend who trusted him, the President 1 . How 
rotten can writing be and still be acceptable to NBC7 Just whst will you not lend 
yourself to in your sycophancy* $ 

a ' 

y one device after another, the Literary Supplement denied me tha on' ortunity 
for response, with Sparrow’s lusty connivance. However, he and I have since then hed 
on exchange of letters. This men is wo impart id that whan a major British publisher 
had given editorial approval to my first book in the spring of 1985, well before any 

cth?r book on the ubject had been written, and asl»d him for an w 

opinion, he caused 



•3 



them to decide against It by telling them it was not favorable to the Emission 
and thus was not worthy of publication, from what * hare ba n told. Under LI 
of February 1 Sparrow did not deny this. Instead he wrote with the evaai^nes! 
gf y™ at to Pr .„ M to u. 

the pliica wf -.act about how their President nurdered, H I rauliv think + * 

*>»* b„re. aad I ole.r ,; ip! £S iTtll ZZ' 

in quest ion ( I replied giving him the name end date und repeating my challenge to 
a confrontation on foot. I naked him to give no the nume J to c?te thf ^gef of 
teetLmony °.t the non-eil stent witness, *e has since been ailout ou all oa^ta. 3a- 
.’/ivhout checking and despits the history of the reoant past, this qualifies him for 
your programing, Justifies your presentation of him end his a loaders th&t he ond" 
^^irough him you oubotitute for feet. aa 



. l* ls 8 shameful NBC history that you perpetuate. Is this your concept of 
the function end responsibility of your corporation, of news presentation, even of 
en.nrta.nnon.f Is this what the stockholders of MBC Intend os a dedication to the 
function of nows reporting/ Is this in accord with your own beliefs sbout the 
msponai ox-ities of newsmen in e democratic society / Cm you conceive of NBC fra 
no role save teat of lickspittle* Is there no end to the abdication of the press 
on this most vital issue of our day/ H 

9 

.. J?* , C . C t C0 J on ® xnnTl16 ot tb ® lesser evils of this ahor. Pretending to 

»« « "t hl f ,1 - f + l! 0 !u S ® th8t 1S in my bock olone » tha t* us he put it, Oswald 

wee a tool o. tho -IA , this eminence thought it was sufficient response to leinb '■ 

cova^^ant°K^B t^°“ ° f “ fc ?° rt ° a thS 8 338 of the President by tbT 

government tost came into power because of that assassination that fails to mention 

!*'■*'* ita °' m svl ' J «ioe discloses, tast the saou^ei assassin openly got Communist 

S 8 ' wrlu ®» ttlst thia wos reported to higher authority 

thay .gnore. it, that the government them gpre him a fraudulent discharge so ho 'ould 
aefset to Euesis, using the Russian he learned in the Marine Corp* and st th- same 
time kept him Id an organization where every man had et least a "confidential" secur- 
ity clearance ena he had at least secret* I tell you thbt over and above thia sworn 
testimony from the competent witnesses, including his commending officer, Oswald reelly 
hfd, iron my can work, top escret and "crypto". You will find this s*t fox’th in full 
in my most recent book, "Oswald In Now Orleans", beginning on nagen 85. 



Is this jo'.' thing NBC wants laughed about, hidden and mi represented from its 
vast audience- If you conceive that it is proper for the government to sup reas this 
from its "Report", do you believe it in also proper forK3C to likewise 3uprross it 
and let this ecendalpue men laugh ot it* Do you went the FBI reports shoeing thnt 
Oswelu used a CIa address us his in t»e* /Orleans* 1*11 give than to you. Do you went 
the i nco ntro vert 1 bl a evidence that the FBI lied /(und the Commission reseated thie 
lie, virtually verbatim) in hiding the fact that uswald bad an accomplice in tbs 
establishment of his intelligence "cover"* I will give that to you also, copies of tb> 
?BI reports included. This suppressed evidence has also been suppressed on NEC. 'Diet 
hs3 act been suppressed is leughter about itl 



/is NBC knows, mine was the first book analyzing tte Report ofnthe barren 
Commission from its own evidence alone end showing from this evidence that the 
eport was wrong. Until recently, it, my first, was the only such book. As you should 
know, I haws done more work in this field than anyone else, officials included, and I 
h.?ve e broader knowledge of it than anyone else, again Including officials. I h«ve not 
only reasecked the Commissicn’a oubliehed "evidence”, but I hevo dredged that enormous 
literary and legel quicksand, its files. I have published Ibur large bccKp on this sub- 
ject - , close to a million words, and I have the fifth book done. It has not ap-enred 
only because I cannot risk the additional debt burden it would require. T 0 a degree, 

I hove N3C to thank for thia, for not cnly hna it sup reesed me, but it has gone to 



extreme of usioj the copyrighted asms of my work to publicize 3 show that induced 
as or.e of its participants s men iho accepts the Ooam’ission 1 3 basic conclusion os 
sour.u and without ^stlor., * it bout over cnca exminirw; it, end pretends to its 
critic'*. B t it will appear, pad ycu will then have mor^ that will not you 

proud cf wbat NBC has dons under you and of your own abdication. 



There la nothing any rearonsbls man car. want by way of evl dance to prove 
that at best the Deport of the Commission i3 not eccopteblo thet I esnnot give you. 
iv^n if you 'went tlv. voice the mo3t inutfustrious counsel acknowledging that he 
made their decisions for them, thet he, without evon a typist to vheck his writing, 
wrote the basic conclusion on conspiracy into the -Report while it wr 8 or. the press 
c:xd the night tV# presses relied, and it r/x-ong, t can give you thet. 



..ut there ire none sc blind as those who will net see. You will not, ioii / 
*11) not ! : *ks the time to loam that someone’ in N!?C-and aren’t you the 
the time to leaih. M y o w n effort? to give NBC the opportunity go back to 1965. Are 
you Bfreid to learn the truth* x a it so much more comfortable to avoid it and y ur 
ni#jb to oocrsf rcEpocsibilities as a major ctwe reporter! Tou uloct the role of 
unofficial apologist, as though that is the glory of the .American reporter rather 
thsn hie grave end thst of press freedom. 



Throughout my work l had such trust in NBC News that I kept two of your 
staff members informed of what I hod learned, in both ^S8hir.gton ana ias? York. The 
very first fox copies off the prose when the first bo-k went into general distribu- 
tion May 9, 1965, included a half-dozen for EEC News. You were also offered a copy 
of the li.il te edition tbs year bofbre and didn't take it. That night Paul !1 .ke, to 
whom I perccnrlly handed it, glen cad et it end arid ritheut doubt I»d soon he hiring 
from NBC Nows. Several days Inter I checked back snd he eeid Unitor would be in 
touch. The next weak he said they hod choired their rulnds, L-:*?ed 1 remind you ?f the 
tra.h, trivia and junk t.ist f/3C Hew and Monitor found worthy of mention, while they 
yound uo interc3t|ln a book that prov a the official investigation of the ^furner of 
^thc President ras unacceptable, and sa^p that whin this barpena, the b >»ic institutions 
cf our* society nre in jeopardy, t.hst^ president that institution thenceforth are 
also in jeopardy* 

/ 

Or in it tbot you think fectual criticism of tho government ie somehow 
* subversive"* Cutnot you understand that It is this criticism end the rectification 

cf error that nnfce# government strong and earn* it resnect * 

» 

» 

To date no one hrs to my face alleged a single error in any of my published 
*srk. Even your craven Sparrow, who stecdf^ctly declines to confront me on fact, has 
yet to even pretend to do this. It i3 not that I am perfect, or tnet my ?/or?: is. It 
is that there la no major error in it, none not the design of tne authors oX tn? 

K aport, end thet it is antirely -unanswerable. x f you dispute this, I chelle;*e you 
to arrange *:ny kind o f ‘confrontation you sleet on it, X have sent conies to all 
tbs proper officials ami asked them zo show its error, to a response of monolithic 
sildiice, I hav6 documentor the illegal £ni improper sup. resaione, Co me proper offi- 
cials, Hot a single denial Is on record. 



T^is is the record NBC so valiantly supports, a record of falsehood, mis- 
representation, distortion, outright lifts, suppression and even the destruction of 
evidence. It is, indeed, the record of which NBC is now pert, for with .your o v-n 
Uheridbu " repel* t" olid hie dubious activities (of which I have offered you proof 

that you have steadfastly declined) you have become «? parti in them, as you 
ere by ouch dishonors ns this niornl!ig f 9 show. Tt Is your election, end by no-’ it 
ccnnot b3 justified or. the *gb sis you did not icnow. If no one else has sought to inform 
you* I have, I have made you offer after offor to ahora you proof one evidence, and no 
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ons at NBC hss accented that dTffer. If it thot you dare not' 1 

t 

x I nske no effort to cajole y^u, to cotton to you, for I seek no cm aba. 

t io clear that thi? letter la not dcal^uad to pleasa you. That t*j not my res- 
ponsibility se 9 7/rit9r nor as an American. I eeek to charge you with th* con- 
frontation with your obligations you persistently nvoid. Tfc© longar you postpone 
it, the less pleasant it will be. Perhaps, sv ntuslly, NBC 1 3 stockholders wiil 
Bwlli»2*hyi slier* that displeasure. 

If I c*n dc nothing else, I will l?ave 3 record, ss I will and do try to 
he the consciences of those who seem to havo lost thair own. It 1? not that I find 
this agreeable -or profitable, as thoee slanders you hsv9 feeely aired have it- 
but that I do assume my obligations, ’rftiat a tragedy it is that only the unknown In 
cur groat country do sot How awful that tho rich and powerful refuse. And how 
sickening that !TT:0 finds prime time for those who have commsrcia lined end do, 
suppressing these who have not snd do not! 

Tlth Sparrow today, and on the 38me show, you did as you earlier did with 
that cthor noble embodi^ment of the writer in the free world, Charles Roberts, who 
just, by coincidence, as e ^ite ^cuse correspondent . is in a position to dsri-e 
personal profit from his slanderous apologia. In each cose you seek to become 
and do besoms pnrt of o campaign to promote © book th> revenue from Tjhioh cunnot 
ray for tho promotional expanses, end you have's a you had, no cue si ion about this. 

In each cs39 you a lander me to your vast sudl&ce. To now you have refused me r fair 
op-ortunity to respond. 

I herewith renew that request. 

As in ecch earlier case, I also renew sn offer from which T san^ot 
conceivably derive a profit, an off or to sit down end intern you, and to do that 
on tk? basis of official evidence. You, of course, are an important 9nd very busy 
man. I am not important, but I warrant I am end * h- va been busier then you. The 
ed^itlenBl difference is that no one pays me for my time. Yet I offer you this 
time, in in open-handed way. I will be in New fork to make a speech the nigh* of 
•tond'?y ^arch 4. I will stay overnight. If you ere too busy to try -and leern any of 
the things I con prove to you during the day, 1 will stay ^uasday night, rrepre 
a list of the questions to which ycu want enswars. If I cannot vp you copies of 
the official evidence at that moment, I will mail it to you. I ea-ure you there is 
no essential conci sion of the Co’inrl salon that, from it© on evidence, 1? tenable. 

Lavs for tho ©©suraact that the President *ss murdered. That required no Presidential 
Cocmiesioc for ItE authentication. ’ithin reason, I «lll "s3ume the total cost of 
i ©production of ell the documents ycu may want that I hove, end I will photocopy the 
pages of theprinted evidence tc »3ve you the time of consulting large books, So, 
this will cost ycu nothing but n little time. It is pact time for you to find it. 

In closing, jjzsk confirmation or dsniel of reports that have reaeheu me 
that Teltsr flheriden Ip independent of the control of NBC. I think it is important to 
have a str^ght record on this both because of his present activity and ha cause of hia 
past conLections end asaocioticns, which, understand. Include intelligence. If it 
is not to you, it is ohvicuc to others that official lctelligence is very much in- 
volved ir this affair, frc.* before the begin log to thexprseent . I sur^est it 

Is elec irnport’-n 4, to you end NBC because ycur performance so closely urrellels the 
intelligence interest and, whether or not \s ith ycur knowledge, shows sign3 of recent 
connection with it. 



Sincerely yours, 



Harold "eisberg 



